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Abel’s Island (0| B AG

by William Steig

Abel’s place in his familiar, mouse world has always been secure; he had an allowance from his mother, a
comfortable home, and a lovely wife, Amanda. But one stormy August day, furious flood water carry him off
and dump him on an uninhabited island. Despite his determination and stubborn resourcefulness—he tried
crossing the river with boats and ropes and even on stepping-stones—Abel can’t find a way to get back home
Abel’s time on the island brings him a new understanding of the world he’s separated from. Faced with the
daily adventure of survival in his solitary, somewhat hostile domain, he is moved to reexamine the easy way
of life he had always accepted and discovers skills and talents in himself that hold promise of a more mean-
ingful life, if and when he should finally return to Mossville and his dear Amanda again.
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The Bad Beginning, or Orphans
by Lemony Snicket

After learning of their parents’ death in a terrible fire, Violet, Klaus, and Sunny Baudelaire are taken to live
with Count Olaf, a bad actor and despicable villain. The Baudelaire parents left behind a vast fortune, and
Count Olaf plans on taking control of the children’s inheritance by tricking Violet into marrying him. When the
children discover the plan, Count Olaf kidnaps Sunny, intending to hold her hostage until the mockery of a
wedding takes place. Fortunately for Violet, she devises a plan to foil his scheme just in time to save Sunny
and their fortune.

Better Nate Than Ever
by Tim Federle

Nate Foster has big dreams. His whole life, he’s wanted to star in a Broadway show. (Heck, he'd settle for
seeing a Broadway show.) But how is Nate supposed to make his dreams come true when he’s stuck in Jank-
burg, Pennsylvania, where no one (except his best pal Libby) appreciates a good show tune? With Libby’s help,
Nate plans a daring overnight escape to New York. There’s an open casting call for £.7.: The Musical, and Nate
knows this could be the difference between small-town blues and big-time stardom.

The BFG
by Roald Dahl

The BFG is no ordinary bone-crunching giant. He is far too nice and jumbly. It's lucky for Sophie that he is. Had =g

she been carried off in the middle of the night by the Bloodbottler, or any of the other giants—rather than the W‘_BF 5.
BFG—she would have soon become breakfast. When Sophie hears that the giants are flush-bunking off to 5
England to swollomp a few nice little chiddlers, she decides she must stop them once and for all. And the BFG
is going to help her!




Bud, Not Buddy
by Christopher Paul Curtis

PRI
It's 1936, in Flint, Michigan. Times may be hard, and ten-year-old Bud may be a motherless boy on the run, but Ao
Bud's got a few things going for him: Bud,

1. He has his own suitcase filled with his own important, secret things. Not Buddy }.
2. He’s the author of Bud Caldwell’s Rules and Things for Having a Funner Life and Making a Better Liar Out of
Yourself.

3. His momma never told him who his father was, but she left a clue: flyers of Herman E. Calloway and his

Bud’s got an idea that those flyers will lead him to his father. Once he decides to hit the road and find this i
mystery man, nothing can stop him--not hunger, not fear, not vampires, not even Herman E. Calloway himself.

Chasing Vermeer
by Blue Balliett

When a book of unexplainable occurrences brings Petra and Calder together, strange things start to happen:
Seemingly unrelated events connect; an eccentric old woman seeks their company; an invaluable Vermeer
painting disappears. Before they know it, the two find themselves at the center of an international art scan-
dal, where no one is spared from suspicion. As Petra and Calder are drawn clue by clue into a mysterious
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Chomp ‘
by Carl Hiaasen C;c;'ﬁ Oﬁ/)w&sezz

Wahoo Cray lives in a zoo. His father is an animal wrangler. The critters, he can handle. His father is the un-
predictable one. When his dad takes a job with a reality TV show called Expedition Survival, Wahoo figures

he’ll have to do a bit of wrangling himself—to keep his dad from killing Derek Badger, the show’s inept and
egotistical star, before the shoot is over. And Wahoo’s acquired a shadow named Tuna—a girl who's sporting

a shiner courtesy of her father and needs a place to hide out. They’'ve only been on location in the Everglades ©
for a day before Derek gets bitten by a bat and goes missing in a storm. Search parties head out and prompt-

Comet In Moominland
by Tove Jansson P Gove Janscon,

Comet
When Moomintroll learns that a comet will be passing by, he and his friend Sniff travel to the Observatory on Afoomin\'c\‘\
the Lonely Mountains to consult the Professors. Along the way, they have many adventures, but the greatest
adventure of all awaits them when they learn that the comet is headed straight for their beloved Moominval-
ley.

Coraline
by Neil Gaiman

When Coraline steps through a door to find another house strangely similar to her own (only better), things
seem marvelous. But there’s another mother there, and another father, and they want her to stay and be their
little girl. They want to change her and never let her go. Coraline will have to fight with all her wit and cour-
age if she is to save herself and return to her ordinary life.

Dial-A-Ghost
by Eva Ibbotson

The Dial-a-Ghost Agency finds good homes for ghosts. And Fulton and Frieda Snodde-Brittle are looking for a
few frightening ghosts to "accidentally" scare their young cousin and heir, Oliver, to death. The ladies at the
Dial-a-Ghost Agency have the perfect match: the Shriekers, two bloodstained and bickering horrors. But
thanks to a mix-up at the agency, the Wilkinsons, a kind family of ghosts, arrive instead. Can they put a stop
to the Snodde-Brittles’ schemes before it’s too late?




Diary of a Wimpy Kid
By Jeff Kinney

It's a new school year, and Greg Heffley finds himself thrust into middle school, where undersized weaklings
share the hallways with kids who are taller, meaner, and already shaving. The hazards of growing up before
you're ready are uniquely revealed through words and drawings as Greg records them in his diary. In book
one of this series, Greg is happy to have Rowley, his sidekick, along for the ride. But when Rowley’s star
starts to rise, Greg tries to use his best friend’s newfound popularity to his own advantage, kicking off a
chain of events that will test their friendship in hilarious fashion.

A Dog’s Life: The Autobiography of a Stray

by Ann M. Martin oM Mactld
Squirrel and her brother Bone begin their lives in a toolshed behind someone’s summer house. Their mother a 58
nurtures them and teaches them the many skills they will need to survive as stray dogs. But when their Dog's

mother is taken from them suddenly and too soon, the puppies are forced to make their own way in the Life
world, facing humans both gentle and brutal, busy highways, other animals, and the changing seasons. When A
Bone and Squirrel become separated, Squirrel must fend for herself, and in the process makes two friends
who in very different ways define her fate.

Everything on a Waffle
by Polly Horvath

Primrose Squarp simply knows her parents did not perish at sea during a terrible storm, but try convincing
the other residents of Coal Harbour on that score. For all practical purposes, at least for the time being, Prim- :
rose is an orphan, and there’s no great clamoring of prospective adopters. After realizing the impracticality of g+
continuing to pay Miss Perfidy (a mothball-scented elderly lady) an hourly wage to baby-sit her, the town & .
council is able to locate a relative, Uncle Jack, who reluctantly takes Primrose into his care. But true sanctu-
ary can always be found at a restaurant called The Girl in the Swing, where everything--including lasagna--is *
served on a waffle, and where the proprietor, Miss Bowzer, offers a willing ear, as well as sage advice. £

Frindle
by Andrew Clements

Is Nick Allen a troublemaker? He really just likes to liven things up at school -- and he’s always had plenty of
great ideas. When Nick learns some interesting information about how words are created, suddenly he’s got
the inspiration for his best plan ever..the frindle. Who says a pen has to be called a pen? Why not call it a
frindle? Things begin innocently enough as Nick gets his friends to use the new word. Then other people in
town start saying frindle. Soon the school is in an uproar, and Nick has become a local hero. His teacher
wants Nick to put an end to all this nonsense, but the funny thing is frindle doesn’t belong to Nick anymore.
The new word is spreading across the country, and there’s nothing Nick can do to stop it.

The Giver
by Lois Lowry

Jonas’s world is perfect. Everything is under control. There is no war or fear of pain. There are no choices. Eve-
ry person is assigned a role in the community. When Jonas turns 12 he is singled out to receive special training
from The Giver. The Giver alone holds the memories of the true pain and pleasure of life. Now, it is time for
Jonas to receive the truth. There is no turning back.

The Gollywhopper Games .
by Jody Feldman i ' THE !
& GOLLY WHOPPER,

Gil Goodson has been studying, training, and preparing for months to compete in the Gollywhopper Games.
Everything is at stake. Once Gil makes it through the tricky preliminary rounds and meets his teammates in
the fantastical Golly Toy and Game Company, the competition gets tougher. Brainteasers, obstacle courses,
mazes, and increasingly difficult puzzles and decisions—not to mention temptations, dilemmas, and new

perfect for young readers who love to solve puzzles!



How to Train*
Your Dragon

How to Train Your Dragon
by Cressida Cowell

Hiccup Horrendous Haddock Ill is a truly extraordinary Viking hero known throughout Vikingdom as the
“dragon whisperer”...but it wasn’'t always so. Travel back to the days when the mighty warrior was just a
boy, the quiet and thoughtful son of the Chief of the Harry Hooligans. Can Hiccup capture a dragon and train
it without being torn limb from limb? Join the adventure as a small boy finds a better way to train his dragon
and becomes a hero!

The Incorrigible Children of Aston Place: The Mysterious Howling
by Maryrose Wood

Of especially naughty children, it is sometimes said: “They must have been raised by wolves.” The Incorrigible i
Children actually were. Discovered in the forest of Ashton Place, the Incorrigibles are no ordinary children.
Luckily, Miss Penelope Lumley is no ordinary governess. A recent graduate of the Swanburne Academy for
Poor Bright Females, Penelope embraces the challenge of her new position. Though she is eager to instruct
the children in Latin verbs and the proper use of globes, first she must eliminate their canine tendencies.

Lunch Lady and the Cyborg Substitute
by Jarrett Krosoczka

Hector, Terrence, and Dee have always wondered about their school lunch lady. What does she do when she
isn’t dishing out the daily special? Where does she live? Does she have a lot of cats at home? Little do they
know, Lunch Lady doesn't just serve sloppy joes—she serves justice! Whatever danger lies ahead, it’s no
match for LUNCH LADY!

Marley: A Dog Like No Other
by John Grogan

When the Grogan family is ready for a dog, they choose Marley, a yellow furball of a puppy who quickly grows
into a large, rowdy Labrador retriever. Marley has a zest for life, and as he grows, so does his enthusiasm. He
has an appetite for whatever he can get his paws on—from fine jewelry to underwear—and the one thing he
a/ways finds is trouble. Marley even gets kicked out of obedience school! Can this rambunctious pup ever learn
how to be a good boy?

Me and the Pumpkin Queen
by Marlane Kennedy Nie o

Mildred has always dreamed of growing a one-thousand-pound pumpkin to enter in her town’s Pumpkin Show.
Her aunt Arlene thinks she’s obsessed, but Mildred prefers to think of herself as focused. And growing giant
pumpkins is way more interesting than boys or clothes or the other girly things Aunt Arlene wants her to like.
She’s been trying for four long growing seasons—ever since her mama died—and every one has ended in dis-
aster. It's not easy, especially with dogs who don’t realize how delicate seedlings are, and tornadoes that
could destroy months of work, and most people thinking that an eleven-year-old doesn’t stand a chance. But
Daddy believes in Mildred, and so does her best friend, Jacob. Maybe this will finally be her year.

Nathan Hales Hazardous Tales: Treaties, Trenches, Mud, and Blood
by Nathan Hale

World War | set the tone for the 20th century and introduced a new type of warfare: global, mechanical, and  [{; EAT.Es",,.
brutal. Nathan Hale has gathered some of the most fascinating true-life tales from the war and given them his |{E@SERHIGEAC
inimitable Hazardous Tales twist. Easy to understand, funny, informative, and lively, this series is the best way

to be introduced to some of the most well-known battles (and little-known secrets) of the infamous war.




Night of the Twisters
by Ivy Ruckman

When a tornado watch is issued one Tuesday evening in June, twelve-year-old Dan Hatch and his best friend,
Arthur, don’t think much of it. After all, tornado warnings are a way of life during the summer in Grand Island,
Nebraska. But soon enough, the wind begins to howl, and the lights and telephone stop working. Then the
emergency siren starts to wail. Dan, his baby brother, and Arthur have only seconds to get to the basement
before the monstrous twister is on top of them. Little do they know that even if they do survive the storm,
their ordeal will have only just bequn. . ..

No Talking
by Andrew Clements

It's boys vs. girls when the noisiest, most talkative, and most competitive fifth graders in history challenge one
another to see who can go longer without talking. Teachers and school administrators are in an uproar, until
an innovative teacher sees how the kids’ experiment can provide a terrific and unique lesson in communica-
tion. In No Talking, Andrew Clements portrays a battle of wills between some spunky kids and a creative . 2F
teacher with the perfect pitch for elementary school life that made Frindle an instant classic. AndrewClements

Nory Ryan’s Song
by Patricia Reilly Giff

Nory Ryan’s family has lived on Maidin Bay on the west coast of Ireland for generations, raising a pig and a
few chickens, planting potatoes, getting by. Every year Nory’s father goes away on a fishing boat and returns
with the rent money for the English lord who owns their cottage and fields, the English lord bent upon forcing
the Irish from their land so he can tumble the cottages and clear the fields for grazing. Times are never easy
on Maidin Bay, but this year, a terrible blight attacks the potatoes. No crop means starvation. Twelve-year-old
Nory must summon the courage and ingenuity to find food, to find hope, to find a way to help her family sur-
vive.
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The One and Only Ivan
by Katherine Applegate

Having spent twenty-seven years behind the glass walls of his enclosure in a shopping mall, lvan has grown
accustomed to humans watching him. He hardly ever thinks about his life in the jungle. Instead, Ivan occupies
himself with television, his friends Stella and Bob, and painting. But when he meets Ruby, a baby elephant
taken from the wild, he is forced to see their home, and his art, through new eyes.

The Phantom Tollbooth
by Norton Juster

This ingenious fantasy centers around Milo, a bored ten-year-old who comes home to find a large toy toll-
booth sitting in his room. Joining forces with a watchdog named Tock, Milo drives through the tollbooth’s
gates and begins a memorable journey. He meets such characters as the foolish, yet lovable Humbug, the
Mathemagician, and the not-so-wicked "Which," Faintly Macabre, who gives Milo the "impossible" mission of
returning two princesses to the Kingdom of Wisdom.

Pictures of Hollis Woods
by Patricia Reilly Giff

Hollis Woods has been in so many foster homes she can hardly remember them all. When Hollis is sent to
Josie, she’ll do everything in her power to make sure they stay together.




The Pup Who Cried Wolf
by Chris Kurtz

Lobo is a tiny Chihuahua with a big dream—to join a wolf pack. When Lobo’s owner takes her pets on vacation
to Yellowstone National Park, Lobo thinks he’ll finally have the opportunity to find his wolf-brothers. But he
doesn’t count on a strict park rule that will keep him on a leash! With the help of his endearingly quirky fami-
ly—a smart Spanish-speaking parrot named Glory and a wisecracking white rat named Heckles—Lobo finally
slips his leash and gets a chance to run with the wolves. But is the wild really where a feisty little five-pound
pup belongs?

The Ravenmaster’s Secret: Escape from the Tower of London
by Elvira Woodruff

It's 1735. Forrest Harper’s life inside the Tower of London consists of three ways to pass the time: chores,
chores, and more chores. His only friends are the spirited ravens he tends with his father. So when vicious
Scottish Rebels are captured, Forrest can’t wait to prove himself by standing quard. If only Forrest’s prisoner
hadn’t turned out to be the noble and daring Maddy. And if only Maddy wasn’t about to be executed. . .. -
Now, as Forrest chooses between friendship and family, safety and escape, he and Maddy must flee, some- . e
how navigating the cold, dank corridors of the Tower.

Skellig d .
by David Aimond z(é@

Ten-year-old Michael was looking forward to moving into a new house. But now his baby sister is ill, his par-
ents are frantic, and Doctor Death has come to call. Michael feels helpless. Then he steps into the crumbling ;
garage. . . . What is this thing beneath the spiders’ webs and dead flies? A human being, or a strange kind of i
beast never before seen? The only person Michael can confide in is his new friend, Mina. Together, they carry o
the creature out into the light, and Michael's world changes forever. . .. KoY

Surviving the Applewhites
by Stephanie S. Tolan

Will anyone take on Jake Semple?

Jake Semple is notorious. Rumor has it he burned down his old school and got kicked out of every school in
his home state. Only one place will take him now, and that’s a home school run by the Applewhites, a chaotic
and hilarious family of artists. The only one who doesn't fit the Applewhite mold is E.D.—a smart, sensible girl
who immediately clashes with the unruly Jake. Jake thinks surviving this one will be a breeze ... but is he
really as tough or as bad as he seems?

The 39 Clues: Maze of Bones
by Rick Riordan

Minutes before she died Grace Cahill changed her will, leaving her descendants an impossible decision: "You Q‘ g 4
have a choice - one million dollars or a clue." Grace is the last matriarch of the Cahills, the world's most pow- [FZe
erful family. Everyone from Napoleon to Houdini is related to the Cahills, yet the source of the family power is )
lost. 39 Clues hidden around the world will reveal the family’s secret, but no one has been able to assemble
them. Now the clues race is on, and young Amy and Dan must decide what’s important: hunting clues or un-
covering what REALLY happened to their parents.

The Wizard of Oz
by L. Frank Baum

Follow the adventures of young Dorothy Gale and her dog, Toto, as their Kansas house is swept away by a
cyclone and they find themselves in a strange land called Oz. Here she meets the Munchkins and joins the
Scarecrow, Tin Woodman, and the Cowardly Lion on an unforgettable journey to the Emerald City, where lives
the all-powered Wizard of Oz.




