


Addenda to This Booklet 
Updated March 21, 2012 
 
This handout does not address any covenants or easements assigned to the property, 
nor does it relieve you of code compliance with items that may not have been included 
from the 2008 National Electric Code.  If you have any questions or need more 
information, please contact the electrical inspector at 476-6626. 
 
• For rough-in inspections, only boxes and lights must be spliced out. 

 

• All receptacles on 15 Amp and 20 Amp, 120v circuits must be tamper-resistant, as 
of April 1st, 2008. 

 
• All 120-volt, single phase, 15- and 20-ampere branch circuits supplying outlets 

installed in dwelling unit family rooms, dining rooms, living rooms, parlors, libraries, 
dens, bedrooms, sunrooms, recreation rooms, closets, hallways, or similar rooms or 
areas shall be protected by a listed arc-fault circuit interrupter, combination-type 
breaker, installed to provide protection of the branch circuit. 

 
• When wiring fireplaces, the wire for power and the wire for the gas valve must have 

a barrier between them if mounted in the same box because of the different voltages 
on the wires. 
 

• Recessed lights can be wired with the clamps provided with them or by using 
connectors listed for that purpose. 
 

• Be aware of “box fill” when wiring with romex.  Each size 14 wire requires 2 cubic 
inches in the box, size 12 wire requires 2.25 cubic inches, and size 10 wire requires 
2.5 cubic inches.  The switch or receptacle requires 2 cubic inches per device.  The 
ground wires are counted as 1 wire.   
For example:    4 14-2 romex wires   (8x2=16) 
      1 receptacle    (1x2=2) 

+ 1 ground     (1x2=2 total) 
This would require a box of a minimum (20 cubic inches) 

 
• When using dimmers and GFCI receptacles, a larger cubic inch box is desirable. 

 
• Code only allows ½” of the outer jacket of NMB cable to be present in switch and 

outlet boxes. 
 

• You are allowed 1 ¼” of space from the side of a 2x4 to the edge of the cable.  
Center all cables on studs and use stacker straps if more than two cables are run 
under a staple. 
 

• No more than two cables may be run through a maximum 5/8” hole in a stud.  Such 
holes must be centered in the stud. 

 

• No outlets are allowed above electric baseboard heaters. 
































