CITY OF CALL FOR CURATORS - FARGO CITY HALL
FaI' O TEMPORARY ART EXHIBIT
E Published September 21, 2016
Purpose:

The City of Fargo is seeking arts professionals to curate a public art exhibit within City Hall (200 3™ Street
North) for a six-month period commencing in 2017. The intent of this call for curators is to select a curator
to develop a public art exhibit within Fargo’s City Hall which allows the community to recognize and
celebrate local artistic talent and which provides an enriching environment for all visitors and employees
of City Hall.

Experienced curators are sought to curate exhibitions for display in the City of Fargo Hallway adjacent to
the City Commission Offices for approximately six (6) months, and will be scheduled from May 6 —
November 2, 2016.

The selected curator must work in accordance with City staff and the City’s Arts and Culture Commission.
The selected curator will choose the artwork for the exhibition(s), write text for accompanying panels,
brochures, labels, etc. and ensure press and printing deadlines are met. The selected curator will also
work in accordance with City staff on design and installation of the exhibition.

Exhibition should be designed for temporary installation in the City of Fargo Hallway. The City of Fargo
Hallway is a public space located adjacent to the City Commission Offices and the City Commission
Chambers. The Hallway is lit with artificial spot lights and is 30 feet in length by 9 feet in width.

Eligibility:

Independent curators and curators representing for-profit or not-for profit art galleries and museums that
reside or work within the City of Fargo are eligible for consideration. All applicants must have experience
in exhibition planning and execution. Employees of the City of Fargo are not eligible to apply.

Project Description and Curator Responsibilities:

The selected curator will be required to work closely with the City of Fargo Arts and Culture Commission
and City Staff throughout the development and execution of the temporary exhibit. The exhibit is intended
to display the talent and story of Fargo’s artists, either past or present.

Specific tasks for the curator will include (but are not limited to):

1. Solicit artist(s) to display their work or select locally originating artwork to be displayed within the
exhibit.
Develop exhibit theme or topic and design exhibit layout.

3. Exhibition production: prepare text for panels, labels, artist bios, etc.
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Participate in at least one pre-installation meeting with city staff.

Deliver all artwork to City Hall and install exhibit in conjunction with city staff. All exhibit areas
and installation methods must be approved by staff prior to installation.

Dismantle exhibit and return area to pre-exhibit condition.

Return all artwork to artists or owners.

Organize press conference at City Hall (optional).

If three-Dimensional works will be displayed, plinths or pedestals must be provided by the curator.

. Attend Arts and Culture Commission meetings, as needed, to report on activities.
. Obtain Loan Agreement Forms from all exhibiting artists and ensure all artwork conforms to

applicable city policies (policies will be supplied to exhibitor prior to exhibit development).
Obtain any necessary copyrights, licenses, or other permissions necessary to display proposed
exhibit material.

Services provided by the City:
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Budget:

Hanging tools and supplies (If needed).

Creation and distribution of press release.

Creation of webpage on the City of Fargo Website to promote the exhibit.

Use of City of Fargo communication vehicles to promote the exhibit, i.e., Facebook, twitter,
newsletter.

The total budget for this project is $8,000 which includes curator’s stipend ($5,000) and purchase of one
work of art (up to $3,000) from the exhibit. Curator stipends are considered all-inclusive and are intended

to cover all costs associated with the exhibit as outlined within the “Project Description and Curator

Expectations” section of this call. The Arts and Culture Commission along with input from the selected

curator will decide which work of art the City of Fargo will be purchasing.

Proposal Requirements:

A complete submission must include the following:

1.

Letter of Intent and Comprehension: Proposals must articulate interest in and approach to this
project.
a. Proposals must include a concept for the exhibit. The concept should:

i. Clearly express the talent or vision of local artists

ii. Possess recognized artistic merit and enhances the quality of the public space
Contact information including name, organization (if applicable), mailing address, phone number
and email address. If applying as a team, a lead curator or primary contact must be identified.
Information confirming ability to perform services requested. Such information may include
descriptions of past exhibits, including project budget, scope, and outcome.
Relevant Support Materials: Samples and description of past work, including images.
Current Resume
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Selection Process and Criteria:

All submissions will be reviewed by the City of Fargo Arts and Culture Commission who will select one
submission. All submissions will be subject to the “Terms and Conditions” outlined below. The selected
curator will not be considered final until approved by City Commission and an approved agreement or
contract is executed.

The Arts and Culture Commission will consider the following criteria within their curator selection process:

1. Completeness of application
2. Experience of the proposer and demonstrated ability to perform requested services
3. Quality and artistic merit of previous exhibits and projects

Submissions and Deadline:

All submissions are due on November 1, 2016 by 4:30 p.m. CST. Submissions may be hand delivered or
mailed to:

City of Fargo Department of Planning and Development
Attn: Kylie Murphy

Re: Call for Curating

200 3™ Street North

Fargo, ND 58102

Late submissions will not be accepted. Confirmation of receipt of submission will be provided within 2
business days. Please contact Kylie Murphy at kmurphy@cityoffargo.com or call (701)-476-4152 for
questions or inquiries.

Terms and Conditions:

The City reserves the right to reject any or all proposals. Any agreement or contract resulting from the
acceptance of a proposal shall be on forms either supplied by or approved by the City and shall contain,
as a minimum, applicable provisions of this document and any City requirements for agreements and
contracts.

The City of Fargo is not responsible for the maintenance or protecting any artwork or other items related
to the exhibit while on display at the Fargo City Hall.
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