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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Fargo Public Library had another record year in 2015.
We experienced record program attendance with over
21,000 attendees and record circulation of 1,004,966 items.
The number of visits to our three library locations in 2015
was over 514,000 patrons. It is the continued strong support
by the Fargo community that makes these milestones
possible and the staff of the Fargo Public Library is

extremely grateful.

The Fargo Public Library experienced significant changes and

improvements with library technologies in 2015. The most significant of which was the migration
from the Aleph integrated library system to the new Koha open source library system in November.
We also rolled out a new public Internet management system in 2015 and saw an increase of over

16,000 public Internet sessions.

While we are excited in regard to these numbers, we hope that the following annual report provides
you the opportunity to get a sense of the stories behind them and a peek into a day in the life of the

Fargo Public Library.

Regards,

G"__"'"--.—--

—
Timothy S. Dirks, MLIS, MPA

Director
Fargo Public Library
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2015 Fargo Public Library Board of Trustees

Helen Levitt, Chair Becky Walen MaryBeth Hegstad
Herb Snyder, Vice Chair Gary Groberg Mike Williams,
Howard Barlow Mary Dickson Commission Liaison

Our Mission
The Fargo Public Library provides effective and efficient library services to
meet our patrons’ personal, professional, and lifelong learning needs.

Our Vision

The Fargo Public Library will be a model of excellence in library services

and the primary place in the community for people of all ages to fulfill
their informational, recreational, and lifelong learning needs.
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JANUARY -
Fashion in the
World of Downton Abbey
presented by Ann Braaten,
Assistant Professor and Curator of the
Emily P. Reynolds Costume Collection at NDSU.
45 people attended.

In FEBRUARY, the Fargo Public Library

participated in the first WinterArts Festival.

This festival is a celebration of arts, culture, and
community, and in 2015, Beethoven was the
featured artist. The Library partnered with Theatre B,
NDSU, and Fargo-Moorhead Symphony Orchestra
in planning various programs and events relating

to Beethoven during the month-long festival. The
Library screened the film Immortal Beloved, hosted
an afternoon Valentine’s Day concert featuring a trio
of musicians from the F-M Symphony, and provided
the performance space for an artistic motion piece
entitled Muss Es Sein. Just under 300 people
attended the Library’s Beethoven-focused events.

MARCH - Backyard Beekeeping with local expert
Dana Evans. 66 people attended.

APRIL - History of the Kirkbride, Fergus Falls

State Hospital presented by Chris Schuelke,
Executive Director of the Otter Tail County Historical
Society. 32 people attended.

ADULT PROGRAMMING
HIGHLIGHTS OF 2015

fra.-::tl_.x 1_"&(‘]
land

THE PRICE OF THRERITING OIL

For National Bike Month in MAY, Sara Watson Curry,
Director of Operations for Great Rides, helped the
Library celebrate by leading our’It’s All About the Bike'
workshop. Participants of all ages were able to fix a flat
tire, practice using different types of locks to properly
secure bikes, and hear the best tips for safe biking
throughout Fargo.

In JUNE in conjunction with the Adult Summer
Reading Program, the Library held a Geek Panel
Discussion: Print vs. Film on a Saturday afternoon in
June. This great superhero debate’s panelists were: Greg
Carlson, film professor at Concordia College; Karen
Kohoutek, comic book enthusiast; Erica Franklin, local
film and comic book enthusiast; Alex Davy, game
developer at Fantasy Flight Games; and Dr. Betsy
Birmingham, English professor

at NDSU.

In JULY, members of the United States Navy
. werein Fargo for a week-long series of
- community outreach engagements. The
Library was fortunate enough to host a
variety of these events for all ages,
including concerts by members of
the U.S. Navy bands and a US.S.
Constitution history presentation.
Almost 400 people attended
the Library’s Navy Week
programs.
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In SEPTEMBER, the Library participated in the
community-wide Welcoming Week, which highlights
the Contributions of Immigrants to American
Communities. The library program, Colors and Culture
of Somalia, was presented by two Somali Fargo
residents. This program was a partnership with the
Cultural Diversity Resources Center.

The fourth One Book, One Community campaign
featured the memoir Fractured Land: The Price of
Inheriting Oil by Lisa Westberg Peters. This annual
program series is a partnership of the Fargo Public
Library, the West Fargo Public Library, the Moorhead
Public Library, and Moorhead Community Education.
Close to 300 people attended Peters’ author visit and
other related programming during September and
October. As part of the project, the library featured an
artist talk and photography exhibit by photographer
Sarah Christianson. Her photographs of western North
Dakota showing various images of the oil fields from
recent and past oil booms were on display at the
downtown Main Library from September

through October.

The Friends of the Fargo Public Library group continues
to be a substantial supporter of the One Book,
One Community project.

OCTOBER - Joy of Vinyl presented by Dean Sime, local
record collector and organizer of the Fargo Record Fair.
20 people attended.

NOVEMBER - 100 Years of Dolls presentation by the
Red River Valley Doll Club. 51 people attended.

In anticipation of the release of the newest film in the
Star Wars series, the Library hosted a Star Wars Event
for Fans of All Ages in DECEMBER. More than 150
kids, teens, adults, and families attended this event
featuring guest appearances by members of the 501st
Legion, a volunteer group of Star Wars cosplay
enthusiasts. Attendees, some of whom came in
costume, were able to make Yoda ears and mini
Chewbacca, and participate in an out-of-this-world
scavenger hunt.
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2015 Storytime Attendance - 7,001
CHILDREN’S 2015 PROGRAMMING Fall and Winter Storytime each ran for a 14-week session along
with Baby Rhyme Time twice a month. Other special storytimes
were featured throughout the year including storytime and craft
programs for toddlers and preschoolers during the Summer

Most Popular Children’s Programs Ve Reading Program.

2015 Outreach for Children’s Services — 3,381 Visits
The services offered included onsite visits from various daycares,
preschools, private and public classes, and other community
organizations interested in the materials and resources of the
Fargo Public Library Children’s Department. We also had a
JUNE 3 : presence outside the library at various community events such as

. J Share-a-Story hosted by United Way. Librarians also presented

| information to education professionals at Head Start, Osgood

NOVEMBER ; Kindergarten Center, and other Fargo Public School locations.

Police Dog Visit with Officer George JUNE

Summer Reading Program Kickoff Event:
Super Hero Training Academy

Train Day

2015 Summer Reading Program Attendance - 4,131
+ 96 programs and events throughout the 2015 summer
(June 1 -Aug. 8)

Snowman in Summer... Olaf JUNE

LEGO Design Contest DECEMBER : - + 631 children received a book for finishing the SRP
) ' « 267 children had their photo and/or their name in The Forum
22,415 hours read as a part of the SRP
Baby Fair

2015 Winter Read-A-Thon participants

First Aid/CPR Basics with FM Ambulance + 311 participants

Storytime Punch Cards - 177 Cards
This is the 5th year that we have offered our Storytime Punch
Card. When the program started in 2011, 40 cards were

TOTA L - : P TERY: " redeemed. Each card represents attendance at 10 storytimes.

f ST WIS When children redeem a card they are
ATT E N DA N C E: : R ¥ S ! able to choose a book to keep.
Seuss-tastic Celebration |100] MARCH ’ " ; =

Pete the Cat’s Rockin’ New Year’s Eve | 100 | DECEMBER ’

Cocoa with a Cop - Fargo Police Department o8 DECEMBER

Fire Safety - Fargo Fire Department

Star Wars DECEMBER

Navy STEM Activities - Navy Week |91 | JuLy

Pokémon Day |84 | oCTOBER
Crafternoons at Carlson

Crafternoons at Carlson is a weekly afterschool open house program for children ages 12
and under. Started in September 2015, Crafternoons at Carlson hosted more than 250
children and parents. It will continue throughout the school year in 2016.

Clara Barton: Patriot Angel 60 JuLy
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2015 TEEN PROGRAMMING HIGHLIGHTS

The Fargo Public Library offered a plethora of educational and entertaining

programs for teens in 2015. With programs that highlighted science,

cooking, life skills, and the arts, teens had many options

to explore all that the Fargo Public Library

has to offer.

The Teen
Summer Reading
Program always draws a
crowd and 2015 was no exception as
we saw a large number of teens participate.
2015's theme for teens was “Unmask!” which dealt
with heroes and personal identity. The Fargo Public
Library offered a variety of fun programming just for
teens, to encourage them to not only read, but also
take part in social activities at the library.

A favorite program from the 2015 Teen Summer Reading
Program was Sunlight Art. This event allowed teens to
use special photosensitive paper to create shapes and
pictures using natural light from the sun. This enabled
teens to not only express themselves creatively, but also
to learn how powerful the sun’s light and its effects can
be. This was a great way to kick off the summer reading
program and get teens ready for summer!

The Fargo Public Library offered weekly programs just for
teens throughout the Summer Reading Program (June
1-August 8), and each event saw large numbers of teens
learning new skills and enjoying time with their peers.

As the summer started to wind down and the new
school year began, we decided to try something new
with teen programming. In the past, most craft
programs have been restricted to teen only or adult
only.In 2015, many teen and adult programs were
combined to allow a larger age range to participate.
This way, teens could attend programs with parents or
grandparents, and different generations could have fun
and learn new skills together.

In November and December, we offered several
programs concentrating on handmade gifts for the
holidays. These multigenerational programs gave
teens and adults the chance to make gifts for others (or
themselves) with a personal touch. This year, the crafts
offered were Watercolor Mugs and Marble Magnets.
Both sets of programs offered a fun way for citizens of
our community to interact with others while making
something fun to take home.

Finally, one of the most popular teen-only events of
2015 was our annual tradition of gingerbread house
decorating. Teens got to use frosting and a variety of
candies and cookies to decorate edible “gingerbread”
houses to take home and share with their families.
This event continues to be popular year after year,
and it’s a treat to see how the teens decide to adorn
their houses.

Gingerbread
Houses
PARIEN

Sunlight
Art
42 Teens

Dare to
Prepare

[APRIL]
23 Teens

.'-j.FARGO PUBLIC LIBRARY ANNUAL REPORT - 2015
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FRIENDS OF THE
FARGO PUBLIC LIBRARY
BUILDING ON A LEGACY
OF SUPPORT

The Friends of the Fargo Public Library is a separate
501(c) (3) organization dedicated to supporting the
library. It generously supports a wide variety of
library programs and events from the proceeds of

its bookstore at the Main Library and its biannual
book sales as well as the book nooks at the Dr. James
Carlson Library and the Northport Library. In 2015,

f E‘Ej | the Friends provided more than $6,000 to support
h‘ |'E “ ﬂ' !!‘j library programming.

m r Eli Ji ' The Friends’ financial gifts greatly enhance library
| programming that impacts all ages. Its gift for the

'E ” One Book, One Community project enabled the library
I

to have Lisa Westberg Peters, the
author of Fractured Land:

1'1 '1'. . : The Price of Inheriting

' . '\ ‘& i Oil, as part of the

: ﬂl " ‘i “ \' e Child ren's event series.
g

U oaly 1y M ¢ “ Programming
: 4 .

$2,180

FRIENDS OF THE
FARGO PUBLIC
LIBRARY
DONATIONS
FOR 2015

BookPage
Subscriptions

$1,260

Children’s
Summer Reading
Program

$1,500

For more information about the Friends
CALL: (701) 364-2665
EMAIL: Friendsoffargopubliclibrary@gmail.com
MAIL: Friends of the FPL - P.O. Box 1365 - Fargo, ND, 58107

VISIT:
www.cityoffargo.com/Citylnfo/Departments/
Library/FriendsoftheLibrary/
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2015 FARGO PUBLIC LIBRARY COLLECTIONS

The Fargo Public Library has focused on growing and improving our electronic collections. We are
excited by the continued increase in circulation of these collections. In 2015, we began to achieve the
necessary collection size to meet the growing demand by our library cardholders. We look forward to

the further growth of this collection in 2016.

TOP 10 CIRCULATED TITLES IN 2015

on 1 i s

‘l T
SHOWITAnR?

SALIL A

AWK yg
Adult

1. X Children’s

2. The Girl on the Train 1. Do You Want to Build a Snowman? Teen

3. The Scam 2. Diary of a Wimpy Kid Series

4. Go SetaWatchman 3. Pete the Cat’s Groovy Guide to Life 1. Divergent

5. Make Me 4. Shadow of the Shark 2. The Hunger Games

6. The Murder House 5. Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus 3. The Fault in Our Stars

;' lez:rléed Charms 6. Are You Ready to Play Outside? 4. The Scorch Trials

9: T S 7. Tales From a Not-So-Happily Ever After 5. DC Comics: Zero Year
10. Rogue Lawyer 8. Tales From a Not-So-Dorky Drama Queen 6. Carry On

9. Arthur’s Thanksgiving 7. The Maze Runner
10. Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows 8. Mockingjay
9. Allegiant
10. We Were Liars

Children’s
Print
82,767
Adult

Audio/Visual
39,634

Adult

Audio/Visual

214,442

Children’s
Print
240,929

Salaries and
Benefits

$2,698,424

Utilities
$158,977

Communications

$73,450

Rent & Maintenance

$116,562
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