LIQUOR CONTROL COMMITTEE MEETING
October 21, 2015
1:30 P.M.

Present:	Commissioner Piepkorn, Police Chief Dave Todd, City Auditor, Steve Sprague, Commissioner Tony Gehrig.	
Absent:		Asst City Attorney Gary Stewart 
Others Present:	Rick Carik, Rick’s; Duane Linton, Duffy’s; Rudie Martinson, ND Hospitality Assn; Jade Rosenfeldt & Mark Grimes, Marcus Theater; Ruth Bachmeier, Fargo Cass Public Health; Dave Glesner, Sidestreet; Rick Nymark, Tailgater’s; Joe Burgum, concerned citizens and other members of the industry.

Meeting was called to order at 1:30 P.M.

1.  Commissioner Piepkorn called the meeting to order and asked if there were any additions or corrections to the minutes of September 16, 2015.  There were no additions or corrections to the minutes of September 16, 2015.  Moved by Gehrig, seconded by Todd to approve the minutes of the September 16, 2015 meeting of the Liquor Control Board; all voted in favor, motion passed unanimously.  

2.  A.  The first application to be considered is for the issuance of a Class “A” alcoholic beverage license to Spirit Properties d/b/a Sidestreet Grille & Pub to be located at 404 4th Avenue North.

Moved by Sprague, Seconded by Gehrig to approve the issuance of a Class “A” alcoholic beverage license to Spirit Properties d/b/a Sidestreet Grille & Pub to be located at 404 4th Avenue North.  All voted in favor, the motion carried.

2 B.  The second application to be considered is for the issuance of a Class “FA” alcoholic beverage license to GMRI, Inc. d/b/a The Olive Garden Italian Restaurant to be located at 4339 13th Avenue South.

Moved by Gehrig, Seconded by Todd to approve the  issuance of a Class “FA” alcoholic beverage license to GMRI, Inc. d/b/a The Olive Garden Italian Restaurant to be located at 4339 13th Avenue South.  All voted in favor, the motion carried.

2	C.  The third application to be considered today is the transfer of a Class “A” alcoholic beverage license from GMRI, Inc. d/b/a The Olive Garden Italian Restaurant located at 4339 13th Avenue South to Firebox LLC d/b/a Firebox to be located at 503 7th Street North. 

Moved by Gehrig, Seconded by Sprague to approve the  transfer of a Class “A” alcoholic beverage license from GMRI, Inc. d/b/a The Olive Garden Italian Restaurant located at 4339 13th Avenue South to Firebox LLC d/b/a Firebox to be located at 503 7th Street North.  All voted in favor, the motion carried


3. Sprague commented he received a request from Proof Artisan Distillers to amend the restriction on hours of service.  This request is similar to the request from the breweries a couple of months ago.

Moved by Sprague, seconded by Gehrig to remove the restrictions on the Class DD license relating to hours of service.  All voted in favor, Motion passed

4. Sprague indicated he and Cit Attorney Nancy Morris met with Attorney Jade Rosenfeldt regarding the proposed FA-Cinema license.  Included in the agenda packet for today’s meeting is a proposal from Marcus Theater, this proposal is what Marcus is requesting, no restrictions have been added by the City.  Jade Rosenfeldt commented this draft was the result of starting with the FA-Entertainment and modifying it to reflect the theater operation as well as reflecting the changes currently under consideration that will modify the FA-Entertainment.  The city asked Marcus to consider wristbands, additional security and a requirement to have a movie theater ticket.  Mark Grimes, Marcus Theater, commented the wrist bands have been attempted in other localities and have not been effective, they have no plans to have live entertainment, as to the requirement to purchase an admission ticket, greater than 99 percent of the people purchasing alcohol are attending a show.  Security is difficult because there isn’t a flat rule when they will be busy, that can depend on the time of day, the show being watched and other factors. 

	Nancy Morris presented a list of concerns she has regarding this potential license.  Those concerns include; should bar patrons be required to have a theater admission ticket, What should the percentage of ticket sales be to alcohol sales, higher than 50%?, Should they be restricted from a live entertainment license? Should there be  a restriction on gaming? Should a class E permit be allowed? Should there be a permanent bar, should it be separated? Should alcohol sales be restricted to hours of operation? Should there be private security? How are the 2 drink restrictions enforced? Is the license transferrable?

	Ruth Bachmeier stated Fargo Cass’s primary concern is preventing minors from consuming, to that end they would conduct compliance checks like they do in other liquor establishments, where they are checking for ID’s.  An additional concern is the 2 drink limit, how would that be enforced?  Would Public Health be charged with conducting compliance checks on that restriction?

	Chief Todd he has concerns regarding enforceability and conducting walk through checks like they do in other establishments.  Commissioner Gehrig said patrons needed to have their ID with them, the percentage could be higher, they should only serve when movies are playing.  He felt the city should not be overly restrictive.  He felt we need to move this license creation process along.

	Commissioner Piepkorn said his only concern is they should not be allowing alcohol in children’s movies.  Nancy Smested said the city should request the policies and procedures Marcus would operate under, she was informed the City already has received the policies and procedures.  Mark Grimes stated they are in their 80th year of operations; this is not a quick profit ploy.  They are selling alcohol in 23 other locations and it is going well.

5. Sprague reviewed the progress of the subcommittee.  The first meeting consisted of introductions and finding out what the committee members hoped to accomplish.


There being no further business to come before the Liquor Control Board, the meeting was adjourned at 2:12 p.m.  The next regular meeting will be held Wednesday, November 18, 2015 at 1:30 p.m. in the City Commission Room. 

Liquor Control Board minutes are available on line at: http://www.cityoffargo.com/Business/Licensing/Alcohollicensing/LiquorControlBoard/


