LIQUOR CONTROL COMMITTEE MEETING
October 15, 2014

1:30 P.M.

Present:

Commissioner Piepkorn, Assistant City Attorney Gary Stewart




Chief Keith Ternes

Absent:

Mayor Walaker, City Auditor Steven Sprague

Others Present:
Rick Carik, Rick’s; Dustin Mitzel, Happy Harry’s;  Dan Labernik, Labby’s; Robin Litke-Sall, Fargo Cass Public Health; Andre and Jodi Arneson, Lakemode Liquor; Jill Pagel, Auditor’s Office; Joe Bergum and other members of the industry

Meeting was called to order at 1:30 P.M.

1.  Commissioner Piepkorn called the meeting to order and asked if there were any additions or corrections to the minutes of September17, 2014.  There were no additions or corrections to the minutes of September17, 2014.  Moved by Stewart, seconded by Ternes to approve the minutes of the September 17, 2014 meeting of the Liquor Control Board; all voted in favor, motion passed unanimously.
2.  A.  The first application to be considered today is for the issuance of a Class “GH” alcoholic beverage license to be issued to Pizza Boy Fargo, LLC, d/b/a Uncle Maddios Pizza Joint to be located at 1690 45 St S, Suite 2, Fargo, ND.
Moved by Ternes, seconded by Stewart to approve the issuance of a Class “GH” alcoholic beverage license to be issued to Pizza Boy Fargo, LLC, d/b/a Uncle Maddios Pizza Joint to be located at 1690 45 St S, Suite 2, Fargo, ND.  All voted in favor, the motion carried.

2. B.  The second application to be considered today is for the issuance of a Class “H” alcoholic beverage license to be issued to Romo’s Tacos, LLC d/b/a Romo’s Tacos to be located at 3402 13 Ave S, Suite H, Fargo,  ND.
Denial was recommended by Ternes due to the extensive poor credit history associated with the applicant, Mr. Rodolfo Garcia.  Discussion was held and determined that if the items on the credit history is corrected, he could reapply.

Ternes moved to deny and reapply, Stewart seconded.  All voted in favor, motion carried.
3. Discussion was held regarding a request from Tony Nasello to create a wine off sale license since his new business idea does not fit with our current liquor license1 designations.  Both Piepkorn and Ternes were not in favor of creating a new license.
Joe Bergum, a resident of downtown Fargo, supported the idea of this type of license for downtown.  He was also in favor of the reform that Ternes pointed out that needs to be done with the liquor license structure. Joe would be willing to serve on a committee to address the reform of our liquor license ordinance.
Andre Arneson, a business owner in Fargo, spoke and is opposed to adding a new type of off sale license. He stated that this type of license should be based on population and felt that the current holder of off sale licenses in Fargo have an excellent selection of wines.

The suggestion was made to table the subject with the idea that the business model could be changed to fit what was available.

There being no further business to come before the Liquor Control Board, the meeting was adjourned at 1:48 p.m.  The next regular meeting will be held Wednesday, November 19, 2014 at 1:30 in the City Commission Room.

