LIQUOR CONTROL COMMITTEE MEETING
November 18, 2015
1:30 P.M.

Present:	Commissioner Piepkorn, Police Chief Dave Todd, City Auditor, Steve Sprague, Commissioner Tony Gehrig.	
Absent:		Asst City Attorney Gary Stewart 
Others Present:	Rick Carik, Rick’s; Duane Linton, Duffy’s; Jade Rosenfeldt, Marcus Theater; Jared Hardy, Fargo Brewing, Nancy Morris, City Attorney; Joe Burgum, concerned citizens and other members of the industry.

Meeting was called to order at 1:30 P.M.

1.  Commissioner Piepkorn called the meeting to order and asked if there were any additions or corrections to the minutes of October 21, 2015.  There were no additions or corrections to the minutes of October 21, 2015.  Moved by Todd, seconded by Gehrig to approve the minutes of the October 21, 2015 meeting of the Liquor Control Board; all voted in favor, motion passed unanimously.  

2.  A. No liquor applications this month.

3. Sprague stated City Attorney Nancy Morris and Jade Rosenfeldt met to discuss the FA-Cinema license. The Marcus Theater proposal along with the City proposal has been previously presented to the Liquor Board.  The primary areas of concern relate to requiring an admission ticket, requiring a wrist band for those purchasing alcohol and the number of security personnel identified.  

Nancy Morris commented that the ordinance included a seating capacity of 850, Marcus supplied the number, and it also says that first run movies be regularly screened.  She also said the whole theater would be the licensed premise, allowing patrons to consume the beverage in their seat; however, the alcohol will be mixed or poured in an area where minors are not permitted.  Finally she said the wrist band along with the distinguished container is necessary to control consumption to minimize sharing drinks.  Commissioner Gehrig commented it is illegal for minors to consume alcohol, Morris replied it is a compliance issue.

Chief Todd asked if the security requirement was pulled from another section of the code and if we required any other licensee to have security.  Morris said it was pulled from a section relating to underage events.  Sprague stated no other licensee is required to have specific numbers of security.  

Jade Rosenfeldt said Marcus Theater’s are agreeable with the ordinance with the exception of the admission ticket requirement, wristbands and the security requirement.  With respect to the admission ticket, most people will be there to watch a movie, however, there may be cases where someone is waiting to pick someone up from the movie and they might enjoy a drink.  The wristbands become impractical because of coats and long sleeves.  Additionally, they feel the different cups and the 1 drink to 1 person add enough control.  Finally addressing the security, their business doesn’t allow them to know specifically how many people will attend a showing, it would be impossible to staff.  They offer a safe, family friendly environment, where if they don’t operate responsibly they could lose their license.

Piepkorn questioned how many seats there were; with the seating capacity of greater than 850 are they not just a large bar?  He does not feel it is appropriate for alcohol to be consumed in a “G” rated movie, it is ok in an adult movie.

Chief Todd asked is this going to be a movie theater that allows drinks or a bar that shows movies.  If it is an enhancement to the theater experience, what’s wrong with requiring a ticket?  

Gehrig commented he is ok with requiring a ticket, he feels wristbands are unnecessary and the security is overly restrictive.  He also asked about the Class E permit, Morris commented the E permit is allowed but only in their parking lot, similar to the FA-Golf.  Morris commented the security is just a suggestion, it could be 1 for each 2 theaters, or something like that.  Gehrig said why not address the security in the application and look at it on a case by case basis.

Moved by Gehrig, seconded by Todd to created the FA-Cinema license and forward to the City Commission with the following modifications; one drink per customer with age verification to secure multiple cups, security concerns addressed at the time of application on a case by case basis.  Motion passed with Gehrig, Todd and Sprague voting Aye, and Piepkorn voting Nay.

4. Sprague reviewed the progress of the subcommittee.  The last meeting consisted of discussions about the current licensing system and how it could be simplified.  Gehrig said he would be bring a new concept to the next meeting.


There being no further business to come before the Liquor Control Board, the meeting was adjourned at 2:10 p.m.  The next regular meeting will be held Wednesday, December 16, 2015 at 1:30 p.m. in the City Commission Room. 

Liquor Control Board minutes are available on line at: http://www.cityoffargo.com/Business/Licensing/Alcohollicensing/LiquorControlBoard/


