LIQUOR CONTROL COMMITTEE MEETING
February 18, 2015
1:30 P.M.

Present:

Commissioner Piepkorn, Assistant City Attorney Gary Stewart


Deputy Police Chief Joe Anderson, City Auditor, Steven Sprague, Mayor Mahoney


Absent:

None 
Others Present:
Rick Carik, Rick’s; Dustin Mitzel, Happy Harry’s;  Jim Swanik, Empire; Robyn Likte Sall, Fargo Cass Public Health; Rick Nymark, Tailgaters; Jared Hardy, Fargo Brewing; Joel Kath, Proof Distillers; John Sheehan, Porter Creek; Steve Hanson, Holiday Inn; Jill Pagel, Auditor’s Office; Jodi Bass and Nancy Morris City Attorney’s Office and other members of the industry

Meeting was called to order at 1:30 P.M.

1.  Commissioner Piepkorn called the meeting to order and asked if there were any additions or corrections to the minutes of January 21, 2015.  There were no additions or corrections to the minutes of January 21, 2015.  Moved by Stewart, seconded by Sprague to approve the minutes of the January 21, 2015 meeting of the Liquor Control Board; all voted in favor, motion passed unanimously.
2.  A.  The first application to be considered today is for the issuance of a Class “F” alcoholic beverage license to be issued to Chipotle Mexican Grill of Colorado, LLC d/b/a Chipotle Mexican Grill to be located at 1680 45th Street South, Fargo, ND.  There were no issues in the background check.
Moved by Sprague, seconded by Anderson to approve the issuance of a Class “F” alcoholic beverage license to be issued to Chipotle Mexican Grill of Colorado LLC, d/b/a Chipotle Mexican Grill to be located at 1680 45th Street South, Fargo,, ND.  All voted in favor, the motion carried.

2. B.  The second application to be considered is for the issuance of a class “ABH” alcoholic beverage license to 212 Restaurant Group LLC d/b/a Porter Creek Hardwood Grill to be located at 1555 44th Street South, Fargo.  
Sprague commented that the applicant applied for the ABH license in order to provide room service and event beverages at the hotel, an FA license would not allow the service off the licensed premise.  The liquor license is tied to a hotel with 100 rooms, so if the hotel closed or decreased the number of rooms below 100 the license could no longer be used.  John Sheehan, Porter Creek, stated the hotel sought out the restaurant, there will be no permanent bar, the license will be to provide room service and for event dining.  Mahoney questioned the timing of the opening.  Sheehan said the restaurant will be ready to open in June and the hotel should be ready in August.  Mahoney proposed issuing the license with a contingency the hotel is opened by October 2015.
Moved by Mahoney, Seconded by Stewart to approve the issuance of the class “ABH” alcoholic beverage license to 212 Restaurant Group LLC d/b/a Porter Creek Hardwood Grill to be located at 1555 44th Street South, Fargo contingent upon the hotel being opened by October.  All voted in favor, the motion carried.

3. Discussion regarding an ABH Limited Service Hotel license.  Sprague reviewed the prior meeting when it was determined the request from the local hotel industry was outside the existing licenses, he commented the direction he received was to work with the industry toward a solution.  Sprague said it was an opportunity to combine the managers specials that we have been conducted using the GH license.  The proposed ordinance would allow sales of single serving containers of beer and wine out of a sundry shop, the coolers must be lockable as well as the sundry shop, sales would be allowed between 11 am and midnight no permanent bar or 3rd party advertising would be allowed.
Piepkorn raised concerns that the hotel would become a mini liquor store or bar, additionally he mentioned all the rules governing alcohol would apply including front desk staff that would have to be server trained.  Steve Hanson, Holiday Inn Express, stated this is a trend in the hotel industry especially in limited service hotels, it is fitting a niche between a full service hotel and discount hotels, these services are being requested by their patrons, he is fully aware of the added responsibility alcohol sales carries.  Dustin Mitzel, Happy Harry’s, said he has no objection as long as they follow all the rules regarding sales including no sales on certain holidays. 

Moved by Mahoney, seconded by Sprague to amend the ordinance creating an ABH-Limited.  Motion passed

4. Sprague mentioned they were approached a few months back regarding a brew on premise concept for beer.  This would be similar to the Class O wine license we currently have.  The customer would come to the facility to do home brewing.  The process is clearly defined that if they add the yeast they would become a production brewery and they hoped to avoid that step.  Sprague said this is just for information only, he is not sure the business will come back to request the license.
5. Sprague mentioned a new location for the Liquor Control meetings has been located.  Arrangements have been made to hold City meetings at the Park District offices.  Beginning in May the Liquor Control Board meetings will be held at the same time but in a new location, the park district offices at 701 Main Avenue.
There being no further business to come before the Liquor Control Board, the meeting was adjourned at 2:15 p.m.  The next regular meeting will be held Wednesday, March 18, 2015 at 1:30 in the City Commission Room.

Liquor Control Board minutes are available on line at: http://www.cityoffargo.com/Business/Licensing/Alcohollicensing/LiquorControlBoard/

