LIQUOR CONTROL COMMITTEE MEETING
August 19, 2015
1:30 P.M.

Present:		Commissioner Piepkorn, Assistant City Attorney Gary Stewart
	Police Chief Dave Todd, City Auditor, Steve Sprague, Commissioner Tony Gehrig.	
Absent:		None 
Others Present:	Dustin Mitzel, Happy Harry’s; Rick Carik, Rick’s; members of Drekker Brewery; Dan Labernik, Labby’s; Nikki Berglund, Luna, Mike and Adele Page, Fargo Billiards; Dave Erickson, Bulldog Tap; Joe Burgum, concerned citizens and other members of the industry.

Meeting was called to order at 1:30 P.M.

1.  Commissioner Piepkorn called the meeting to order and asked if there were any additions or corrections to the minutes of July 15, 2015.  There were no additions or corrections to the minutes of July 15, 2015.  Moved by Commissioner Gehrig, seconded by Stewart to approve the minutes of the July 15, 2015 meeting of the Liquor Control Board; all voted in favor, motion passed unanimously.  

2.  A.  The first application to be considered is for the transfer of a Class “F” alcoholic beverage license from John Alexander, Inc d/b/a Juano’s Mexican Restaurant to MGL, Inc d/b/a Kitchen Gremlin to be located at 402 North Broadway, Fargo ND. Chief Todd asked the applicant if the concerns had been addressed, the applicant responded that everything was taken care of.  

Moved by Todd, Seconded by Gehrig to approve the transfer of the Class “F” alcoholic beverage license from John Alexander, Inc d/b/a Juano’s Mexican Restaurant to MGL, Inc d/b/a Kitchen Gremlin to be located at 402 North Broadway, Fargo ND. All voted in favor, the motion carried.

2. B.  Sprague indicated the applicant for Romo’s had some additional credit issues to clear up.  Sprague asked that the applications be considered at some point in the future.  It was agreed to consider the applications in the future, no motion was made.


3. The Liquor Board received a request from Mike Page, Fargo Billiards, to amend the current FA-Entertainment license removing some of the restrictive provisions.  Page indicated he made a similar request a year ago and due to Mayor Walaker’s illness the liquor board was short a voting member and his request ended in a tied vote.  Page indicated when he started the business he was seeking a Z license but none were available.  The City created the FA-Entertainment which has its basis on the FA, a restaurant license.  When creating the license, the FA-Entertainment has restrictions that only pertain to this license.  Piepkorn recommended continuing this topic until the September meeting to allow the board time to digest the request.  It was agreed to review the request at the September meeting, no motion was made.

4. Sprague reviewed the progress that has been made in developing the events center license.  The applicants have met a couple of times with Sprague and Assistant City Attorney Nancy Morris.  They are proposing a renaissance zone events center license, limited to a building in excess of 10,000 square feet and having a minimum capacity of 300 people with annual revenues from ticket sales in excess of $200,000.  There are other restrictions intended to control the number of licenses that will be issued.  Yet to be decided are the initial issuance and annual fees.  It was decided to continue this topic until the next meeting.

5. The city received a request from Joe Burgum to consider establishing a committee to review liquor licenses.  Burgum indicated he feels the current alcohol licensing system inhibits and in some cases prohibits entrepreneurs from starting new businesses.  The current system is a bottleneck that chokes creativity.  He felt the initial fees the city charges were a barrier to entry.  Public welfare can be better served by instituting an enforceable penalty structure.  We don’t want to promote alcohol abuse but can control that behavior by dis-incentivising negative behavior.  Commissioner Piepkorn said the study committee needs have some city staff on it and just a few industry representatives.  If the committee gets too large it will prohibit the free flow of ideas.  He suggested we form the committee at the September meeting.  No further action at this time.

There being no further business to come before the Liquor Control Board, the meeting was adjourned at 2:03 p.m.  The next regular meeting will be held Wednesday, September 16, 2015 at 1:30 p.m. in the City Commission Room. 

Liquor Control Board minutes are available on line at: http://www.cityoffargo.com/Business/Licensing/Alcohollicensing/LiquorControlBoard/


