LIQUOR CONTROL COMMITTEE MEETING
September 16, 2015
1:30 P.M.

Present:		Commissioner Piepkorn, Assistant City Attorney Gary Stewart
	Deputy Police Chief Joe Anderson, City Auditor, Steve Sprague, Commissioner Tony Gehrig.	
Absent:		None 
Others Present:	Rick Carik, Rick’s; members of Fargo Brewing; Nikki Berglund, Luna, Mike and Adele Page, Fargo Billiards; Dave Erickson, Bulldog Tap; Rudie Martinson, ND Hospitality Assn; Jade Rosenfeldt & Mark Grimes, Marcus Theater; Rick Nymark, Tailgater’s; Aaron Duma, St Marks; Joe Burgum, concerned citizens and other members of the industry.

Meeting was called to order at 1:30 P.M.

1.  Commissioner Piepkorn called the meeting to order and asked if there were any additions or corrections to the minutes of August 19, 2015.  There were no additions or corrections to the minutes of August 19, 2015.  Moved by Stewart, seconded by Commissioner Gehrig to approve the minutes of the August 19, 2015 meeting of the Liquor Control Board; all voted in favor, motion passed unanimously.  

2.  A.  The first application to be considered is for the issuance of a Class “FA” alcoholic beverage license to Transcendent Hospitality Group LLC d/b/a Four Points by Sheraton to be located at 5064 23rd Avenue South.

Moved by Gehrig, Seconded by Anderson to approve the  issuance of a Class “FA” alcoholic beverage license to Transcendent Hospitality Group LLC d/b/a Four Points by Sheraton to be located at 5064 23rd Avenue South.  All voted in favor, the motion carried.

2 B.  The second application to be considered is for the issuance of a Class “FA” alcoholic beverage license to Barbacoa ND LLC d/b/a Barbacoa to be located at 3241 42nd Street South.

Moved by Gehrig, Seconded by Stewart to approve the  issuance of a Class “FA” alcoholic beverage license to Barbacoa ND LLC d/b/a Barbacoa to be located at 3241 42nd Street South.  All voted in favor, the motion carried.


3. Sprague commented at last month’s meeting, the Board heard a request from Mike Page, Fargo Billiards, to amend the current FA-Entertainment license removing some of the restrictive provisions.  The restrictions he is seeking removed are; No Class E Permit, No Gaming and No drink specials.  Mr. Page is asking for the changes to even the playing field, other FA licenses do not have restrictions like those for the FA-Entertainment.  When asked if he would start deep discounting, Mr. Page responded discounts like lady’s drink free are not a part of his philosophy.  Stewart commented licenses like this show the City has been flexible when new ideas are presented.  

Moved by Stewart, seconded by Gehrig to remove the restrictions on the FA-Entertainment relating to live entertainment and charitable gaming, Class E permits and drink specials.  All voted in favor, Motion passed

4. Sprague reviewed the progress that has been made in developing the events center license.  The applicants have met a couple of times with Sprague and Assistant City Attorney Nancy Morris.  Items remaining to be decided are, should this license be eligible for a Class E catering license, what should the fees be?  Aaron Duma commented there are only a handful of businesses that cater alcohol and high quality caterers are very limited.  They will have the equipment and expertise to do high end catering.

Moved by Gehrig, seconded by Anderson to allow this license to receive the Class E permit, to allow catering and to set the initial issuance fee at $5,000 and the annual fee at $1,700.  All voted in favor, motion carried.

5. Sprague indicated he received a dozen requests to be on the liquor subcommittee.  The recommendation is to have Commission Gehrig, Chief Todd or his designee, Robyn Litke Sall, Fargo Cass Public Health, Steve Sprague, City Auditor, Rick Carik, Ricks, Nikki Berglund, Bernie’s, Adele Page, Fargo Billiards, Rudie Martinson, ND Hospitality Assn and Joe Burgum on the committee.  Joe Burgum commented he envisions the committee will be a community conversation regarding the expectations and hopes of the community.  He would envision three areas; reconciling past licenses, (recognizing the values), a stronger penalty system, and reviewing the makeup of the code and code simplification.

Moved by Gehrig, seconded by Stewart to approve the makeup of the committee.

6. Jade Rosenfeldt representing Marcus Theater presented a request to create a new class of license, FA-Cinema to be used at movie theaters.  The goal is to enhance the movie theater experience as they have no intention of competing with bars.  Their experience is that customers do not just hang out, they come have something to eat, have a beverage and then go to the show of their choice. Adding alcohol is an amenity to the movie experience.  A year ago they were trying to fit into the FA-Entertainment license but they encountered too many conflicting regulations for that license to work.  The FA-Cinema would allow alcohol in the theater as well as the lounge.  Beverages are served in a distinctive container.  Marcus Theaters is offering alcohol in 21 locations including 4 in Minnesota.  Rosenfeldt acknowledged minors accessing alcohol is a legitimate concern, however, the companies policies and procedures are designed to mitigate those concerns.  Alcohol is allowed at other family events including Redhawks, Fargo Force and in the Fargodome, additionally, many restaurants are operating in family environments that allow alcohol, such as Chuck E Cheese.

Piepkorn asked how it would work, Mark Grimes, Marcus Theater, replied you would purchase alcohol in the lounge and take it to your seat.  He commented that the movie goers self monitor, people are there to watch the movie.  Piepkorn said the rooms are dark, how difficult would it be to share the drink?  Grimes replied, their policy only allows one drink per ID, they use specialized cups and infrared glasses to monitor.  Gehrig said he attended a theater like this and he thought it was great, the theaters don’t want issues, they self police.  Anderson commented walk through would be sporadic, other issues like sharing drinks would be similar to restaurants.
Nancy Smestad, a pharmacist for many years, talked about this venue is one of the last family friendly venues around.  Customers should be able to go 2 hours without a drink, she has concerns about alcohol consumption. The State of ND has been running a campaign to talk to your kids about alcohol, she would have less concern if the areas were separate.  We are the number one state in alcohol consumption.
It was decided to continue this discussion to the next meeting

There being no further business to come before the Liquor Control Board, the meeting was adjourned at 2:21 p.m.  The next regular meeting will be held Wednesday, October 21, 2015 at 1:30 p.m. in the City Commission Room. 

Liquor Control Board minutes are available on line at: http://www.cityoffargo.com/Business/Licensing/Alcohollicensing/LiquorControlBoard/


