LIQUOR CONTROL COMMITTEE MEETING

SEPTEMBER 17, 2014
1:30 P. M.
Present:
Commissioner Piepkorn, City Auditor Steven Sprague, Assistant City Attorney Gary Stewart
Absent:
Mayor Walaker, Chief Keith Ternes
Others Present:
Jodi Bass, Johnson Law; Dustin Mitzel, Happy Harry’s; Rick Carik, Rick’s; Nikki Berglund, Bernie’s, and other members industry and media
Meeting was called to order at 1:30 P. M.

1. Commissioner Piepkorn called the meeting to order and asked if there were any additions or corrections to the minutes of August 20, 2014.  There were no additions or corrections to the minutes of August 20, 2014.  Moved by Stewart, seconded by Sprague to approve the minutes of the August 20, 2014 meeting of the Liquor Control Board; all voted in favor, motion passed unanimously.
2. A.  The first application to be considered today is for the issuance of a Class “F” alcoholic beverage license to be issued to Izumi Sushi and Hibachi All You Can Eat, Inc. d/b/a Izumi Sushi and Hibachi All You Can Eat to be located at 5675 26th Avenue South, Suite 108-112.
Moved by Sprague, seconded by Stewart to approve the issuance of a Class “F” alcoholic beverage license to be issued to Izumi Sushi and Hibachi All You Can Eat, Inc. d/b/a Izumi Sushi and Hibachi All You Can Eat to be located at 5675 26th Avenue South, Suite 108-112.  All voted in favor motion carried.

3. Sprague explained that the liquor board first discussed the concept fo allowing retailers to sell growlers at the July meeting, discussion continued in August and we now have a first draft of a proposed ordinance to review.  Jodi Bass, Assistant City Attorney, indicated the draft as presented would exclude Class B licensees from selling growlers.  Off Sale definitions require off sale to be in the manufacturers original packages.  She indicated Grand Forks Is moving ahead with ordinances that would allow off sales to sell growlers.  Jodi also mentioned one way to allow off sales to sell growlers would be to the language original packaging to allow packaged at the establishment.

Commissioner Piepkorn commented that changing the definition of off sales might open things up too much.  Stewart questioned if the State provided any guidance, Jodi Bass said she would check.  Sprague relayed Ternes’ comments, he said he has no problems with either on sale or off sale selling growlers, providing the ordinance is clear on sealing the package, it should be very similar to the language in re-sealing wine.

Dustin Mitzel, Happy Harry’s indicated he would be in favor of an add on to a license, he indicated not everyone would want to make the investment necessary to properly seal the growlers.  Rick Carik, Rick’s, indicated he would favor the add on license also, as long as there is a good definition of “craft beer”.  Commissioner Piepkorn indicated he would want to focus on the re-sealing aspect of the ordinance. 

It was decided to continue the topic to the next meeting. 

4. Sprague explained the Wurst Bier Hall would like to expand into the adjoining space, there will be an 8 foot opening in the wall between the 2 spaces and customers will be allowed to move freely between the spaces.
Moved by Sprague, seconded by Stewart to approve the amended licensed premise to Wurst Bier Hall.  All voted in favor, motion passed.
5. Sprague explained additional language was added to the draft presented at the last meeting to require notification to the Auditor’s office or Police Department when the license is being taken off premise as allowed in the North Dakota Century Code.
Moved by Stewart, second by Sprague to approve the proposed ordinance changes and forward to the City Commission for their consideration.  All voted in favor, motion passed.
There being no further business to come before the Liquor Control Board the meeting was adjourned at 1:45 p.m. The next regular meeting will be held, Wednesday, October 15, 2014 at 1:30 in the City Commission Room.
